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mine-related activities both of the UN and 
of NGOs. A number of organizatio ns, 
including UNICEF, the Internatio nal 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
the United Nations High Commissio ner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) as well as local 
NGOs, have begun a comprehensive pro-
gram for MR.E and survivor assistance. 
The program focuses on training over 
190,000 children in the region. T his be-
gan with a rrain-the-rrainer course for 460 
teachers, who wi ll in rurn pass this infor-
mation on to children ranging in age from 
6 to 17. These children will receive an 
MRE cou rse plus booklets, posters, r-
shirrs, sweatsh irts , pe ns, pe nc ils, 
notebooks and drawing sets with relevant 
messages. This yearlong program will 
conclude at rhe end of 2002. 
Vietnam 
UN ICEF Vietnam's mine awareness 
activities in Vietnam aim to make an im-
mediate impact on rhe population's level 
of awareness, but more importantly, they 
hope to develop "long- term, sustainable 
approaches to rh is issue."6 In order to 
accomplish rhis, UNICEF proposed a 
survey to be conducted in Quang Tri 
province rhar will d etermine the level of 
mine-safety knowledge among local 
people. Through this survey, UNICEF 
wi ll be able to determine what messages 
they sho uld send to the population and 
who the target audience sho uld be. 
UNIC EF plans to carry out the survey 
by the end of2002, and a national MR.E 
media campaign will fo llow, including 
print ads, radio spots and TV commer-
c ia ls. Mos t m essages wi ll be aimed 
primarily at child ren . 
UNICEF Vietnam, with the help of 
rhe Ministry of Education and Training, 
has also introduced a school-based m ine/ 
UXO safety program. Teachers at schools 
in 15 provinces are incorporating MRE 
messages inro their curriculum. Addition-
ally, UN ICEF is supporting child-to-child 
learn ing activit ies rhar rhe organ ization 
hopes will bring the messages to children 
our of school as well as other mem bers of 
rhe community. 
International Guidelines 
Due to widespread belief rhar mine 
awareness programs were insufficiently 
structured, UNI CEF's Office of Emergency 
Programs began developing the Interna-
tional Guidelines for Landmine and 
Unexploded 01dnance Awareness Education. 
T he G uidelines, released in 1999, were cre-
ated "in order to promote rhe effective 
planning, implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation of mine awareness programs."" 
T hey are designed as a reference fo r people 
involved in mine awareness. 
The G uidelines, taking into account 
rhar mine awareness is "a process that en-
courages populations ro become involved 
rather than ... an imposed so!ution,"8 aims 
to apply a fully integrated approach to 
mine action. This means making sure that 
mine clearance and mine awareness op-
erate in conjunction instead of separately, 
as they have in the past. Issues are ad-
dressed in fo ur sections, namely: 
• Feasibility Srudy 
• Needs Assessment 
• Program Planning 
• Monitoring and Evaluatio n 
UNICEF intended the Guidelines to 
be an overview of issues that are central to 
mine/UXO awareness, primarily for policy 
makers and donors. T he publication has 
been endorsed by the Ottawa Treaty Stares 
Parries' Standing Committee on Victim 
Assistance, Socio-Economic Reintegration 
and Mine Awareness and translated into 
French and Spanish for widespread dis-
~emination. 
Conclusion 
UNICEF has proven from irs past 
and current activities to be a world leader 
in bringing mine awareness to populations 
in mine-affected areas. T he programs listed 
above are only a few examples of how 
UNICEF has helped prevent mine inci-
d en ts . Co n ti nuing in this traditio n , 
UNICEF will be releasing some publica-
tions in the next few months about mine 
awareness programs. The first is a new 
portfolio of their programs with updates 
from the past few months, which will be 
released by rhe end ofNovember. The sec-
ond is a "Lessons Learned" publication 
that will include information gained from 
the experiences of people involved in mine 
awareness program s. UNICEF hopes to 
release this documem by January of2003. • 
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Geneva Diary: 
Report from the GICHD 
The Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining provides 
operational assistance to mine action programmes and operators, conducts 
research, and provides support to the Anti-personnel Mine Ban Convention. 
The Socio-economic "Operational Hand-
book, "whid1 was developed from the socio-
economic study. An outreach programme is 
now being planned by UNDP. 
bv lan Mansfield, Operations Director, GJCHD 
During the past 12 months there has been an increase in rhe 
general activities of the Centre, the publ icarion of a number of signifi-
cant studies, and some changes to key staff. 
By way of a brief review, the GICHD was established in 1998 
and it has three primary fimctions, aiJ designed ro support mine ac-
tion: operational assistance; research work; and support for the Anti-
Personnel Mine Ban Convention. This assistance is provided ro the 
mine action efforts of national mine programmes and field operarors, 
as well as the international community and the United Nations. 
The Centre currencly consists of 26 permanent staff members, 
including a total of five individuals seconded by various governments. 
Funding for the Centre comes from the Swiss government, and a 
number of other donors. 
eratlona upport and Assistance 
T he Centre is well known for the development of the Informa-
tion Management System for Mine Acrion (IMSMA). Further in-
staiJations of IMSMA have been carried our and it has now been 
provided to 28 different field programmes around the world. Version 
3.0 of IMSMA is currently being field tested, and it is planned for 
issue to the field in early 2003. T his version will offer enhancemenrs 
ro the database system, and it indudes Mine Risk Education data 
fields. 
Work on the next set of the International Mine Action Stan-
dards (I MAS) is well under way, to complement the fi rst 23 standards 
endorsed by the UN in 200 I. The next 15 standards will cover areas 
such as the use of mine detecting dogs, test and evaluation, comracr-
ing procedures, and management training. The !MAS outreach 
programme has cominued with workshops in North America, Eu-
rope, the 1i·an Caucasus and Asia. 
T he Centre has continued to provide both general and special-
ized support to the field, by providing short- term operational and 
technical expertise for mine action programmes in coumries such as 
Angola, Cambodia, Somalia and Yemen. In addition, the Centre has 
undertaken a number of evaluation missions on behalf of various 
parties. This is an area which is set to expand with the forthcoming 
appointment of an evaluation specialist in the near fi.tture. 
esearch 1cat ons 
O ne of the primary aims of the Centre is to contribute to the 
formulation and development of improved procedures, practices and 
technologies in mine action. This research, to support mine action, 
aims particularly to improve the safety of demining and the cost-
effectiveness of mine action programmes in cl1e field. A number of 
studies have recently been published including: 
Communication in Mine Awareness 
Programmes and the handbook Improving Communication in Mine 
Awareness Programmes to provide informal, practical advice on how 
practitioners can improve communication in mine risk education 
programmes. 
Mine Action Equipment: Study of Global Operational Needs, was 
requested by UN MAS and reviews equipmenr needs of mine action 
agencies. The study also identifies a priority list of global operational 
needs that could benefit from improved equipment, processes and 
procedures. 
Designer Dogs: Improving the Quality of Mine Detection Dogs, 
identifies and discusses the essential and optional characteristics of 
mine detection dogs, and identifies an alternative breed for develop-
ment and training as a mine detection dog- the Swedish Drever. 
The study Explosive Remnants ojWar-A Threat Analysis assesses 
the threat in posr-conAict environments of explosive ordnance in or-
der ro develop a methodology that can identifY objectively the risk ro 
rhe community from generic ammunition groups. 
In addition there are a number of on-going projects, including 
studies into the use of the mili tary in mine action, mechanical equip-
ment, the development oflocalmine action organizations, and guide-
lines for legislation and national management structures. All studies 
are available by contacring the GIC HD, or by visiting the GIC HD 
web sire (http://www.gichd.ch/publicarions/index.htm). 
men at1on u port Unit 
The Third Meering of States Parries ro the Ottawa Convention 
mandated the GIC H D to form an Implementation Support Unit 
(ISU); this became operational in January 2002. The purpose of the 
ISU is to support the activities of Stares Parries in the Convention 
especially: the work of the Co-ordinating Committees and rhe 
lntersessional Work Prograncme; advice and support ro the President 
of the Meeting of Stares Parries; assistance to States Parties and States 
nor Parries on rhe work of the Convention. In addition, the ISU has 
commenced work to establish a documentation centre on the Con-
vention and its implementation. T he Head of the Implementation 
Support Unit is Kerry Brinkert who can be contacted by email at 
k.brinken@gichd.ch. • 
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